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Response to Amendment 

1. The amendment filed on 10/06/05 has been entered. Claims 4, 6-8, 12-14, 18 and 19 
remain pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 4, 6-8, 12-14, 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Barnes et al (US 5,970,475) in view of Yang (US 2002/0120550 Al). 

As per claims 4, 12-14, 18 and 19, Barnes discloses a method of procuring goods and 
services through a computer based market center system having a website accessible by a 
plurality of entities via the Internet (see abstract, lines 1-5), including the steps of arranging with 
a plurality of suppliers, each having an Internet website, to participate in offering goods and 
services to the entities via the website of the market center ^ system (col 3, lines 48-55); 
negotiating with at least a subset of said suppliers prices for their respective goods and services 
at which said entities can purchase the respective goods and services (col. 4, lines 12-18); 
allowing said entities to place orders with any of the at least a subset of suppliers for respective 
goods and services via purchaser websites and the market center website (col. 8, lines 49-55); 
and allowing said entities an option of obtaining via purchaser websites and the market center 
website a price quotation from any of the at least a subset of suppliers (col. 8, lines 36-38). 
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Barnes does not disclose collecting information and determining the quotes but Barnes discloses 
collecting information on said purchases made by said entities via said computer based market 
center system and on quotes received directly from said suppliers by said entities and analyzing 
said information at said computer based market center system (page 2, [0022], claim 5, fig. 2); 
and determining if any quotes were goods or services having a previously negotiated price and if 
so, whether said quotes for that good or service were at prices more favorable than said 
previously negotiated prices (page 3, [0032]-[0039]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to utilize the information 
collection and the quote and price negotiation as taught by Yang into the system of Barnes 
because it would provide enough information that causes the enterprise to make correct decisions 
at critical moment of the transaction process. 

As per claim 6, Barnes et al teach a method the steps providing links on said computer 
based system to computer based systems of said suppliers having information about said 
suppliers' goods and services and allowing said entities to access said suppliers' computer based 
systems via said links on said computer based system to view said information about said 
suppliers goods and services (col. 7, lines 60-62). 

As per claims 7 and 8, neither Barnes not Yang discloses a niethod wherein a plurality of 
entities having a common relationship comprise a franchise and individuals that are members of 
a club but the examiner takes the Official notice that since the authorized user is part of an 
organization making purchase for said organization through electronic commerce it is imperative 
that the authorized user is a member of said organization which may in turn be a franchise as 
claimed. 
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As per claim 12, Barnes discloses a method wherein information concerning purchases 
made by and quotes obtained by said entities via said computer based system are stored in a 
database (col. 8, lines 36-38). 

As per claims 13 and 14, Barnes discloses a method including the steps of a host 
organization (Bank) paying said suppliers for purchases made from said suppliers via said 
computer based system by said entities and said host organization (Bank) billing said entities for 
said purchases, further including the step of said host organization operating said computer based 
system (col 3, lines 39-43). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed on 10/06/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Yang shows no teaching of "analyzing the collected information to 
determine if any of the quotes are at prices more favorable than a previously negotiated price 
(claim 18) or a computer based market center being operative to analyze transactions to 
determine if any involve purchases at prices more advantageous than supplier prices for the 
goods or services stored in the system's database (claim 19) and further argues that Yang is silent 
as to analyzing transactions relative to previously negotiated price." In response to Applicant's 
arguments, Yang is directed to a computer online trading network for integrating sale and 
purchase processes wherein the method includes a report analysis management, a purchase 
negotiation system for carrying out an inquiry and negotiation of the prices. The report analysis 
management system performs a plurality of tasks comprising analysis of payment, analysis of 
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time efficiency, etc (page 2, [0026]). Furthermore, Yang discloses a flow chart seen in figure 6 
illustrating an analysis process that is carried out by analyzing a purchase report and a sale report 
(page 5, [0079], lines 1-3). Yang not only discloses a report management system that comprises 
choosing the type of report wherein the type of report comprises for instance the enterprise 
balance report, the enterprise asset report, the enterprise working gross profit report, and the 
enterprise net profit report but also discloses that other types of reports can be generated (the 
foregoing list of reports is not restricting) which would certainly include a report analyzing 
transactions relative to previously negotiated prices or a report for determining if any of the 
quotes are at prices more favorable than a previously negotiated price or if any involve purchases 
at prices more advantageous than supplier prices for the goods or services stored in the system's 
database (page 5, [0079], lines 11-21). AppHcant's arguments are deemed unpersuasive and 
claims 4, 6-8, 12-14, 18 and 19 are finally rejected. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi*om the 
examiner should be directed to Ronald Laneau whose telephone number is (571) 272-6784. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 8:30am - 6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on (571) 272-6771. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
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